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BY JAN TYLER
Spevial to Newsday

enovating a house
can give a stay-put
family everything
their budget and
the marketplace has to
offer: granite countertops,
spas, gyms, wine cellars,
radiant-heat driveways
and any number of other
luxuries and necessities.

But if they fail to add one
special ingredient to the mix,
they likely will end up with
iuSt another look-alike house.

_ That subtle extra touch?
Style.

Today's residential architec-
ture and design choices are
limited only by the talent and
imagination of the professional
backed by the dreams of the
client and, for some, a willing-
ness to take a bold step into
visionary design.

Of course, great style
respects its environment.
Plunking down a Frank
Gehry-type contrivance of
d:am link fencing and

orrugated tin on a street lined
wﬂh stately Colonials can
cause, and has caused, heated
nelghborimod outcries — even
in the Hamptons.

Here are five extreme reno-
izau'k:‘\sns t‘l;am great fresh
looks and sf new person-
alities — makeovers :halt?tr:ns-
formed run-of-the-mill houses
inta beauties in the realm of
the Cinderella’story. Some-
times fairy tales can come true.

eRousians

Home design do-overs

Locust
Valley

f the mark of a suceessful

renovation hinges on how

well it serves its occupants
over time, then tect Brian
Shore’s project for his own
home scores high. After 12
years, says Shore, with a nod
from his wife, Sally, “we
wouldn't change a thing.”

Despite its ideal location a
stone's throw from Shore's
Locust Valley office, there
were problems — and compen-
sations: Even with three under-
sized bedrooms, the house was
small on space but big on.

A former gardener’s
cottage on the turn-of-the-cen-
tury Weir estate, the acre-plus
property was dotted with
mature trees and bordered
with an ivy-covered wall, once
part of the original estate’s

greenhouse,

But the coftage was short on
closets, di space and,
above all, light. A huge brick
fireplace and chimney dominat-
ed the rear facade, hogging the
most logical place for a win-
dow. “The fireplace had to go,”
says Shore. And it went. In
fact, the whole rear wall was
sliced off. In its place: an
8-by-13-foot extension with a
curtain wall of glass that now
floods the interior with light. A
pair of classic Doric columns
add quirky grandeur. “The
house needed— and got —

£ more space, new windows and
a revamped kitchen,” he says.

Although the two-story

extension added only 104

square feet to the foctpnn!,
bringing the size to just under
Z,&U‘U square fegt, tl‘fl: floor
b p now provides for a large
Sen m flg fe. built-in storage,
”E':s:"l‘,‘““’ ohe i much—ngeded kitchen cabine-
g— “In today’s market,
-newsdaycom a sumabnﬂ:r m&mn would
v f cost about a square foot
e sl ot o ichen bl
. ’ LELL]
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